-1998 Winter Meetings Minutes

1.  All 9 owners attended the 1998 winter meetings. It was announced that the Cary Buzzard’s franchise had folded. 

2.  It was then decided that a 12-team league would be the way to go. Also included in that was the agreement to have 3 divisions.(4 teams each)

3.  Barry Leonard, Jamie Johnson, and Tom Green were unanimously voted into the league as the 1998 expansion teams.

4.  Fees- It was determined that the league fees should remain the same. All 9 owners agreed.


  The owner of the Tampica Trauma was put in charge of finding out the pricing for the software.   

                He reported that the software cost $99 for the windows version.


 Also determined were the league expenses:


 Draft Kit                $40                     League Fees- (11) Owners $35.00


 Baseballs                 $4                                                     Total-  $385.00


 Baseball Holders     $3                                                      Cost - $151.00

 Software                  $99                                       Prize Money   $234.00

 Trophy Engraving   $5       


 TOTAL                   $151.00

5.  Salary Cap- It was brought up by the Power Rangers owner that with the extra teams, he would like to  

                             see the cap lowered. The league by a count of 7 to 2 voted it down. Result: Cap remains     

                             at $300.00

6.  Official Price Guide-  By a unanimous decision the Sporting News Fantasy Baseball Magazine was          

                                            adopted for the 1998 season.

7.  The owner of the Green Knights wanted to discuss the issue of players having a variable price  

Through out the season. It was determined that it would be too difficult to implement. 

8.  Clarification on players not in price guide was made. Any player not listed in magazine will be $1.

9.  The Commissioner brought up the issue of salary cap during the season. There was a unanimous vote 
        to leave the salary cap at $300 for the entire season.

10.  It was determined that although we are not raising the salary cap, we will continue the expansion of the roster to 30.

11.  Scoring- Complete Games was officially added to the scoring, making it an 11by 11 grid. This was not a change in rules, simply an addition to the constitution.
12.  Expansion Teams- each of the expansion teams was assigned a number for choosing draft order. Results: Barry Leonard #1,Jamie Johnson#2,and Tom Green#3.
13.  Trading Deadline- Moved to Aug.31st 12:00 Noon. Unanimous decision.
14.  Roster expansion to 30. Expires Aug.24th, 12:00 noon.
15.  Playoffs- It was determined that all 3 division winners and 1 wildcard team would be in the playoffs. 8of 9 owners agreed. 
16.  It was decided that a plaque for overall point’s champ would not happen.
17.  Commissioner- A unanimous decision to keep Adam Brake as Commissioner. Also, Clay Lowman as Vice Commissioner.
18.  Rules Committee- we took nominations for rules committee members. The owner of the Comeback Johnnies expressed an interest. The owner of the Black Sox decided to step down to allow Jeff Kranich to join Thomas and Clay. Unanimous decision.
19.  Draft Order- it was decided that the expansion draft order would be based on the way that you finished the regular season, with the exception of the 4-playoff teams. They will be determined by the order they finish, with the winner having the last pick.
20.  Trading Picks- it was unanimously agreed that you could only trade draft picks 1 year in advance. Meaning, You can not trade 1999 draft picks until the start of the season. (1998) Up until then, only 1998 draft picks can be dealt.
21.  Deadline for Roster- Remains Monday 12:00 Noon.
22.  Reliever Eligibility- it was decided that the rules committee will decide any judgement on reliever eligibility.
23.  Player Eligibility- A minor league player will be eligible at the position that he starts. All concerns will go to the rules committee.
24.  The owner of the Raleigh Middle Fingers brought up the idea of a disabled list. After some discussion it was determined that it would be too difficult to keep track of. (8of 9 owners decided against.)
25.  Protected Players- the Owner of the Power Rangers brought up his concerns of a pattern that was forming. Past winners falling to the back of the pack in the following year. He wanted to figure out a way to be fair to the top owners while still helping the lower teams. He suggested rather than number of protected players, having dollar amounts for each team. By a count of 5 to 4 it was passed. 
26.  By another 5 to 4 vote. The dollar amounts for 1999 are top 4 ($100), Middle 4 ($110), and bottom 4 ($120).
27.  Draft Order- 1. Clemmons Cougars,2. Power Rangers,3. Black Sox, 4. Barry Leonard,5. Tampica Trauma, 6. Comeback Johnnies, 7. Ball Hawks, 8. Tom Green, 9. Green Knights, 10. Hickory Scorpions, 11. Raleigh Fingers, 12. Jamie Johnson.
28.  Waiver Players- A waived player wanted by more than one team will be awarded to the team with the worst record. If the same, then head-to-head record is next. After that, refer to constitution for tiebreakers.
29.  Draft Day- Clay Lowman’s House on March 28th at 10:00am.
30.  Protected Player Term-It was decided that a 3-year protected player term would begin this season. An owner can only protect a player for 3 consecutive years. It was agreed by a 6 to 3 vote.
