Minutes from the 2003 WFBL Winter Talks:

When: Saturday, February 8, 2003, 10am - 12pm

Host: Chip Kiel - Owner, Ellicott City Black Sox

Presiding: The Honorable Adam Brake - Commissioner and Owner, Power Rangers

Owners present:

Thomas Lipps - Vice Commisioner and Owner, Raleigh Middle Fingers

Chuck Scruggs - Owner, The World Champion Clemmons Cougars

Chris Burkett - Owner, Hickory Scorpions

Matthew Burkett - Owner, Ball Hawks

Mike Rudd - Owner, Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls

Bruce King - Co-owner, Kalamazoo Green Knights [via phone]

Owners not present:

Don Hunnicutt - Owner, Apex Alleycats

Zack Kirby - Co-owner, Kalamazoo Green Knights

Owners leaving league:

Cory Tomford - Owner, Silicone Twins

Ricky Thomas - Owner, Silver Creek Skull Crushers

Ernest Shepard - Owner, Grim Reapers

Agenda and Business Items, as presented by Adam Brake, Commisioner:

1a.  Checks were presented to the following finishers from the 2002 season:

    4th place ($40)  - Mike Rudd (Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls)

    3rd place ($55)  - Ernest Shepard (Grim Reapers) [NP]

    2nd place ($85)  - Bruce King (Kalamazoo Green Knights) [NP]

    1st place ($120) - Chuck Scruggs (Clemmons Cougars)

1b. The WFBL league trophy was presented to the 2002 WFBL Champions, the Clemmons Cougars (Chuck Scruggs accepting).

2. Discussion about where and when to hold draft.  Chip proposed a night draft that is held at a hotel, perhaps at a neutral location.  Chip looked into the Four Seasons in Greensboro, would cost an extra $20 per person.  Draft supposed to be in Raleigh this year.  Sports bar was suggested, but would be loud with distractions.  Also, no computer hookups at a bar.  The final decision was that we would continue to look into the conference room idea and all agreed that if we have it at

a hotel it would be okay to have it at night. If an acceptable arrangement for a hotel draft cannot be arranged, the draft will be held in Cary (Mike Rudd's house) beginning at 9am.

3. Draft date - March 29, 2003, won't count early MLB games (just like last year).

4. Protected lists due two weeks prior - March 15, 2003, midnight.

5. The league voted unanumously to once again pay for use of Commissioner.com (Adam had actually already bought it the previous week to save the league $40).  Adam lost the money from last year (do we need a treasurer?).

6. Transaction deadline, Monday, Sept. 1, 2003

   Expanded rosters, Monday, August 25, 2003

7. Minor league draft lists due April 18, 2003

8. Three teams not returning

Candidates - Bo?  Buzz - No,  Jeff - No, Clay - No

Chip has four - Andy, couldn't make it last year, but wants in.  41 yrs old, Indians fan. Three others from his basketball team.

Vote to contract to 10 teams: 4-4

After second vote, 5-3 to stay at 12

9. Division names the same.  Yow division proposed, no second.

10. 12 teams, $300, 10 teams, $280

11. Price Guide - league decided not using this year because of the weird stats

Propose using formula to create prices using 3 sources of projected stats, and last year's stats. 

Formula is TBD.  One stolen from a website from a Mike.  Matt has a formula too.  

Vote to use formula vs. price guide: 9-0 via email

One formula for last year's stats:  Pts/17.5??? from Matt/Chris

One formula to use with projected stats:  From Mike

Need to add formula's to constitution for reproducibility

12.  It was noted that the protection tiers for 2003 were modified by league vote during the 2002 season to the following levels:

    Places 1-4:   $110

    Places 5-12:  $130

- Bruce off of call - delegates rest of votes to Chip.

13. Player protection reset when player is dropped.  Vote 8-0 for

14. Player with 19 games played, but will get 20th during the week, will they be eligible?  NO

15. In the event of an MLB strike:  No league champion is declared, current division leaders split 1st-3rd money.  Best team after that gets 4th place money. Proposal to let the pot go until next year - vote tabled because no strike emminent.

16. Question on position eligibility with DH (from last year) - no vote, no longer an issue

17. An optional extra five bucks for World Series side bet.  People pick which MLB team they think will win the next World Series at the draft.  The money is split between the people who correctly pick the World Series Champion. If no one wins, then the pot goes to next year.  

Vote 8-0 for

18. Minor league draft is successful.  Keep rules the same.

19. Proposal to shorten season because teams don't play their best players.  Remove two weeks to 22 game schedule - last week and all-star week.  Drop two non-divison games.  Vote 8-0 for, contingent on if Thomas can make the schedule work.

20. Review of Consistution - need to add clause about no trading a player acquired via trade for 4 weeks.  Also, break section XI up into two sections.

21. The votes for Commissioner and Vice-Commissioner were unamimous:

    Adam Brake - Commissioner

    Thomas Lipps - Vice-Commissioner

22. The Rules Committee members shall remain the same as last year (Mike, Chip, and Chris).

23. Lottery draft - 1st tier: 2 chances.  2nd tier 4 chances.

24. The 2003 WFBL Draft Order is, with exceptions noted, as follows:

Odd Numbered Rounds:  (1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13...)

1.  Hickory Scorpions (Avent)

2.  Kalamazoo Green Knights (Sendek)

3.  Apex Alleycats (Amato)

4.  Raleigh Middle Fingers (Avent)

5.  Power Rangers (Amato)

6.  Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls* (Sendek)

7.  Silver Creek Skull Crushers (Avent)

8.  Ball Hawks (Sendek)

9.  Grim Reapers* (Amato)

10. Clemmons Cougars* (Avent)

11. Ellicott City Black Sox (Sendek)

12. Silicone Twins (Amato)

Even Numbered Rounds: (2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14...)

1.  Silicone Twins (Amato)

2.  Ellicott City Black Sox (Sendek)

3.  Clemmons Cougars* (Avent)

4.  Grim Reapers* (Amato)

5.  Ball Hawks (Sendek)

6.  Silver Creek Skull Crushers (Avent)

7.  Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls* (Sendek)

8.  Power Rangers (Amato)

9.  Raleigh Middle Fingers (Avent)

10. Apex Alleycats (Amato)

11. Kalamazoo Green Knights (Sendek)

12. Hickory Scorpions (Avent)

25. Based on the lottery, as selected by the owners, the following divisional alignment will be used for the 2003 WFBL season.  Note that division champions from the previous season have been returned to their respective division so as they may "defend" their divisional  championship:

SENDEK DIVISION

===============

*Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls

 Ellicott City Black Sox

 Ball Hawks

 Kalamazoo Green Knights

AMATO DIVISION

===============

*Grim Reapers

 Silicone Twins

 Apex Alleycats

 Power Rangers

AVENT DIVISION

==============

*Clemmons Cougars

 Silver Creek Skull Crushers

 Raleigh Middle Fingers

 Hickory Scorpions

*2002 WFBL Division Champions

25. A reminder that the three-year player protection limit went into effect five years ago. Players with three years having been protected, and therefore ineligible to be protected for 2003 by virtue of still being on the same team are:

    
Apex Alleycats: none

    
Ball Hawks: none

    
Clemmons Cougars: none

    
Ellicott City Black Sox: none

    
Grim Reapers: none

    
Hickory Scorpions: V. Guerrero

    
Kalamazoo Green Knights: none

    
Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls: none

    
Power Rangers: none

    
Raleigh Middle Fingers: R. Alomar

    
Silicone Twins: none

    
Silver Creek Skull Crushers: none

    Players with two years having been protected, and subject to a third year by virtue of still being on the same team are:

    
Apex Alleycats: Wood

    
Ball Hawks: Rolen, Tejada

    
Clemmons Cougars: Delgado

    
Ellicott City Black Sox: none

    
Grim Reapers: Soriano

    
Hickory Scorpions: none

    
Kalamazoo Green Knights: none

    
Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls: B. Giles

    
Power Rangers: Ja. Giambi

    
Raleigh Middle Fingers: Sosa, Griffey, Jr.

    
Silicone Twins: Garciaparra, Glaus


Silver Creek Skull Crushers: none

    Players with one year having been protected, and subject to a second year by virtue of still being on the same team are:

    
Apex Alleycats: C. Jones, Koch, Klesko, Drew, Varitek

    
Ball Hawks: E. Alfonzo

    
Clemmons Cougars: Vidro

    
Ellicott City Black Sox: Bonds

    
Grim Reapers: S. Green, Moyer, P. Astacio, Mussina

    
Hickory Scorpions: M. Ordonez, L. Walker, J. Vazquez

    
Kalamazoo Green Knights: Olerud, Berkman

    
Pittsburgh Brahma Bulls: A. Rodriguez, P. Martinez, LoDuca

    
Power Rangers: Biggio

    
Raleigh Middle Fingers: none

    
Silicone Twins: I. Suzuki, Hudson


Silver Creek Skull Crushers: Bagwell, Sheffield, B. Williams
